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(57) ABSTRACT

A computing circuit that includes clocked circuitry, a control-
ler, and a clock generator. The clocked circuitry is configured
to receive data and to perform data manipulation on the data
based on a first clock signal. The controller is configured to
control the transmission of the data to the clocked circuitry.
The clock generator is configured to receive as inputs a sec-
ond clock signal and a delay control signal from the control-
ler, and to delay the second clock signal to generate the first
clock signal. The clock generator includes a main delay com-
ponent configured to receive the second clock signal and to
output the first clock signal. The clock generator also includes
a switchable delay component connected in parallel with the
main delay component, where the switchable delay compo-
nent is configured to receive as an input the delay control
signal from the controller.

8 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
PROGRAMMABLE DELAY CIRCUIT

This application is a divisional of U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 13/859,544, filed Apr. 9, 2013, the content of which
is incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

This invention relates generally to delay circuits and in
particular to a programmable delay circuit.

Delay circuits are used in computer systems and other
digital circuitry to adjust timing signals for purposes of syn-
chronization of different timing signals or data signals. Delay
circuits may be analog delay circuits in which analog signals
control the activation of delay elements, such as current-
starved inverters, or digital delay circuits in which digital
signals control delay elements. Conventional delay circuits
include switchable delay steps that allow users or systems to
adjust a delay output by the delay circuit. However, conven-
tional delay circuits suffer from non-uniform delay steps.
Engaging one step adjusts the delay by one value and engag-
ing the next step adjusts the delay by another value that is not
the same as the first value, resulting in non-linear and non-
uniform delay changes.

SUMMARY

Embodiments include a delay circuit including at least one
main inverter configured to receive an input signal and output
a delayed output signal at least one switchable inverter con-
nected in parallel with the at least one main inverter circuit.
The switchable inverter is configured to decrease a delay
between the input signal and the delayed output signal based
on the switchable inverter being turned on.

A computing circuit includes clocked circuitry configured
to receive data and perform data manipulation on the data
based on a first clock signal, a controller configured to control
the transmission of the data to the clocked circuitry and a
clock generator. The clock generator is configured to receive
as inputs a second clock signal and a delay control signal from
the controller, and the clock generator is configured to delay
the second clock signal to generate the first clock signal. The
clock generator includes a main delay component configured
to receive the second clock signal and output the first clock
signal and a switchable delay component connected in paral-
lel with the main delay component. The switchable delay
component is configured to receive as an input the delay
control signal from the controller.

Additional features and advantages are realized through
the techniques of the present invention. Other embodiments
and aspects of the invention are described in detail herein and
are considered a part of the claimed invention. For a better
understanding of the invention with advantages and features,
refer to the description and to the drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

Referring now to the drawings wherein like elements are
numbered alike in the several figures:

FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram of a delay circuit accord-
ing to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a circuit diagram of a delay circuit according to an
embodiment of the invention; and

FIG. 3 illustrates a computing circuit including a delay
circuit according to an embodiment of the invention.
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2
DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Conventional analog and digital signal delay circuits suffer
from non-uniform delay adjustment from one delay step to
the next. Embodiments of the invention relate to delay circuits
having switchable delay components connected in parallel
with main delay components to provide a uniform delay
change with the activation of different delay stages.

FIG. 1 illustrates a delay circuit 100 according to an
embodiment of the invention. The delay circuit 100 includes
a main delay component 101 and a switchable delay compo-
nent 102. The delay circuit 100 includes an input buffer 103
and an output buffer 104. An input signal is input to the input
buffer 103, and an output from the input bufter 103 is input to
the main delay component 101. The main delay component
101 delays the input signal to generate a delayed output
signal, which is provided to the output buffer 104. The swit-
chable delay component 102 is connected in parallel with the
main delay component 101. The switchable delay component
102 is controlled by a delay adjustment signal. In one embodi-
ment, the delay applied to the input signal is decreased when
the switchable delay component 102 is turned on, and
increased when the switchable delay component 102 is turned
off. Accordingly, the delay circuit 100 is capable of providing
at least two delays to an input signal based on the state of the
delay adjustment signal.

In embodiments of the invention, the main delay compo-
nent 101 may be larger or smaller than the switchable delay
component 102 based on the desired delay step. For example,
if a fine delay step below one inverter delay is needed, the
main delay component 101 may be at least five times or at
least ten times larger than the switchable delay component
102, where “larger” refers to higher driving strength or larger
widths of the transistors in the main delay component 101. In
operation, turning on the switchable delay component 102
adds more driving current to the circuit and hence reduces the
overall delay.

While FIG. 1 illustrates a delay circuit 100 including buff-
ers 103 and 104, embodiments of the invention encompass
circuits in which one or both of the buffers 103 and 104 are
omitted. In embodiments of the invention, the main delay
component 101, the switchable delay component 102 and the
buffers 103 and 104 may be made up of inverters, and the
inverters may be made up of transistors.

FIG. 2 illustrates a circuit diagram of a delay circuit 200
according to an embodiment of the invention. The delay cir-
cuit 200 includes main inverters 201a and 2015 that generate
amain delay in an input signal and switchable inverters 211a,
2115,2124a,2125b, .. .,218a and 2185 that are turned on or off
to change a length of the delay. In FIG. 2, the dashed lines
represent additional switchable inverters and control bits. The
main inverters 201a and 2015 correspond to the main delay
component 101 of FIG. 1 and the switchable inverters 211a,
2115, 212a, 2125, . . . , 218a and 218b correspond to the
switchable delay component 102 of FIG. 1. In one embodi-
ment, each switchable inverter 211a, 2115, 212a, 2125, . . .,
218a and 218b is a tri-state inverter made up of four field
effect transistors (FETs), two nFETs and two pFETs. One
nFET and one pFET are used to invert the signal. Another
nFET and pFET are used to control the on/off of the switch-
able inverter by its control bit. The widths of the FETs in
211a/2115b, 212a/2125b, . . ., 218a/218b are different in order
to achieve uniform delay steps. The widths correspond to
drive current, such that FETs of different widths pass difter-
ent drive currents. Accordingly, in FIG. 2, each control bit
BITO to BIT7 controls the on/off state of two switchable
inverters.
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The delay circuit 200 includes inverters 202a and 2025 that
form a buffer, corresponding to the buffer 103 of FIG. 1.
Embodiments of the invention encompass delay circuits hav-
ing buffers at only one of the input or the output of the delay
circuit, at both the input and the output, or at neither the input
nor the output. FIG. 1 also includes a capacitor C; connected
to the output line representing the capacitive load the circuit is
driving. Control bits BIT0 to BIT7 control the on/off states of
the inverters 211a and 2115 to 2184 and 2185.

In operation, an input signal is provided to the buffer made
up of inverters 202a and 2024. The input signal is provided to
the main inverters 201a and 2015, which provide a predeter-
mined delay to the input signal to generate an output signal.
The control bits BITO0 to BIT7 are turned on or off to control
the on/off states of the switchable inverters 211a and 2115 to
218a and 2185. When a set of switchable inverters, such as
switchable inverters 211a and 2115 is turned on, the current
capacity between the input and the output of the delay circuit
200 increases, which results in a decreased delay between the
input signal and the output signal. Accordingly, BIT0 alone is
turned on to decrease the delay ofthe input signal, or the delay
applied to the output signal, by a first amount. BIT1 is turned
on to decrease the delay by about the same amount, and as
each bit BIT0 to BIT7 is turned on, the delay is reduced in a
substantially linear manner with the turning on of each bit.

In embodiments of the invention, the main inverters 201a
and 2015 are larger or smaller than the switchable inverters
211a and 2115 to 218a and 2185 based on the desired delay
step. In one embodiment, the main inverters 201a and 2015
are at least ten times as large as the switchable inverters 211a
and 2115 to 218a and 2185 in order to achieve fine delay
steps.

While FIG. 2 illustrates eight control bits BIT0 to BIT7 and
eight corresponding sets of switchable delay components
211a and 2115 to 218a and 2185, embodiments of the inven-
tion encompass any number of switchable delay components,
from as few as one delay component to any number based on
the design considerations, such as circuit real estate, desired
delay adjustment sensitivity, size of the main inverters 201a
and 2015, or any other circuit design consideration. Similarly,
any number of main inverters may be provided, from as few as
one to as many as design considerations allow. While FIG. 2
illustrates an even number of main inverters 201a and 2015,
as well as an even number of switchable delay components
211a and 2115 to 218a to 2185 in set of delay components
connected in parallel with the main inverters 201a and 2015,
embodiments of the invention encompass both an even num-
ber of main inverters and corresponding delay components
and an odd number of main inverters and corresponding delay
components. When an even number of main inverters and
corresponding delay components is provided, the output sig-
nal is not inverted with respect to the input signal, and the
rising and falling edges of the output signal are balanced.

FIG. 3 illustrates a computing circuit 300 according to an
embodiment of the invention. The computing circuit 300
includes a controller 301, memory 302, clock generator 303
and clocked circuitry 304. The controller 301 includes a pro-
cessor and may further include memory and supporting logic
circuits. The controller 301 is configured to receive program
data, operand data or any other data from memory to process
the datato control processes of the computing circuit 300. The
controller 301 is also configured to transmit data from
memory to the clocked circuitry 304.

The clocked circuitry 304 includes any type of circuitry
including control logic circuitry, memory, latches or any other
digital circuitry. The clock generator 303 receives a clock
control signal (CLK control) and a preliminary clock signal
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4

CLK1 from the controller 301, delays the preliminary clock
signal based on the clock control signal (CLK control) and
outputs a delayed clock signal CLK to the clocked circuitry
304. In one embodiment, the clock generator 303 includes a
structure corresponding to the delay circuit of FIG. 1 or FIG.
2. The preliminary clock signal CLK1 may be generated by
any frequency-generating circuit or oscillation circuit or
device. While FIG. 3 illustrates the preliminary clock signal
CLK1 as originating in the controller 301, embodiments of
the invention encompass generation of the preliminary clock
signal CLK1 from inside the clock generator 303, or from a
device external to each of the controller 301 and clock gen-
erator 303.

While an example of a circuit implementing a delay circuit
100 or 200 has been illustrated in FIG. 3 as a computing
circuit 300 that delays a clock signal, embodiments of the
invention encompass any type of digital circuit that delays
any type of signal, including clock signals, command signals
and non-command data signals.

Technical effects and benefits include providing delayed
output signals that may be finely tuned and exhibit uniform
delay steps. In particular, technical effects include providing
a delay circuit capable of adjusting a main delay to a high
resolution, such as in the picoseconds (ps) range, and provid-
ing highly uniform delay steps across process, voltage and
temperature (PVT) corners.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be
further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or “com-
prising,” when used in this specification, specify the presence
of stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/
or components, but do not preclude the presence or addition
of one or more other features, integers, steps, operations,
elements, components, and/or groups thereof.

The corresponding structures, materials, acts, and equiva-
lents of all means or step plus function elements in the claims
below are intended to include any structure, material, or act
for performing the function in combination with other
claimed elements as specifically claimed. The description of
the present invention has been presented for purposes of
illustration and description, but is not intended to be exhaus-
tive or limited to the invention in the form disclosed. Many
modifications and variations will be apparent to those of
ordinary skill in the art without departing from the scope and
spirit of the invention. The embodiment was chosen and
described in order to best explain the principles of the inven-
tion and the practical application, and to enable others of
ordinary skill in the art to understand the invention for various
embodiments with various modifications as are suited to the
particular use contemplated.

As will be appreciated by one skilled in the art, aspects of
the present invention may be embodied as a system, method
or computer program product. Accordingly, aspects of the
present invention may take the form of an entirely hardware
embodiment, an entirely software embodiment (including
firmware, resident software, micro-code, etc.) or an embodi-
ment combining software and hardware aspects that may all
generally be referred to herein as a “circuit,” “module” or
“system.” Furthermore, aspects of the present invention may
take the form of a computer program product embodied in one
ormore computer readable medium(s) having computer read-
able program code embodied thereon.

Any combination of one or more computer readable medi-
um(s) may be utilized. The computer readable medium may
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be a computer readable signal medium or a computer read-
able storage medium. A computer readable storage medium
may be, for example, but not limited to, an electronic, mag-
netic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or semiconductor
system, apparatus, or device, or any suitable combination of
the foregoing. More specific examples (a non-exhaustive list)
of the computer readable storage medium would include the
following: an electrical connection having one or more wires,
a portable computer diskette, a hard disk, a random access
memory (RAM), a read-only memory (ROM), an erasable
programmable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash
memory), an optical fiber, a portable compact disc read-only
memory (CD-ROM), an optical storage device, a magnetic
storage device, or any suitable combination of the foregoing.
In the context of this document, a computer readable storage
medium may be any tangible medium that can contain, or
store a program for use by or in connection with an instruction
execution system, apparatus, or device.

A computer readable signal medium may include a propa-
gated data signal with computer readable program code
embodied therein, for example, in baseband or as part of a
carrier wave. Such a propagated signal may take any of a
variety of forms, including, but not limited to, electro-mag-
netic, optical, or any suitable combination thereof. A com-
puter readable signal medium may be any computer readable
medium that is not a computer readable storage medium and
that can communicate, propagate, or transport a program for
use by or in connection with an instruction execution system,
apparatus, or device.

Program code embodied on a computer readable medium
may be transmitted using any appropriate medium, including
but not limited to wireless, wireline, optical fiber cable, RF,
etc., or any suitable combination of the foregoing.

Computer program code for carrying out operations for
aspects of the present invention may be written in any com-
bination of one or more programming languages, including
an object oriented programming language such as Java,
Smalltalk, C++ or the like and conventional procedural pro-
gramming languages, such as the “C” programming language
or similar programming languages. The program code may
execute entirely on the user’s computer, partly on the user’s
computer, as a stand-alone software package, partly on the
user’s computer and partly on a remote computer or entirely
on the remote computer or server. In the latter scenario, the
remote computer may be connected to the user’s computer
through any type of network, including a local area network
(LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), or the connection may
be made to an external computer (for example, through the
Internet using an Internet Service Provider).

Aspects of the present invention are described above with
reference to flowchart illustrations and/or schematic dia-
grams of methods, apparatus (systems) and computer pro-
gram products according to embodiments of the invention. It
will be understood that each block of the flowchart illustra-
tions and/or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in
the flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be
implemented by computer program instructions. These com-
puter program instructions may be provided to a processor of
a general purpose computer, special purpose computer, or
other programmable data processing apparatus to produce a
machine, such that the instructions, which execute via the
processor of the computer or other programmable data pro-
cessing apparatus, create means for implementing the func-
tions/acts specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks.

These computer program instructions may also be stored in
a computer readable medium that can direct a computer, other
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programmable data processing apparatus, or other devices to
function in a particular manner, such that the instructions
stored in the computer readable medium produce an article of
manufacture including instructions which implement the
function/act specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks.

The computer program instructions may also be loaded
onto a computer, other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, or other devices to cause a series of operational steps to
be performed on the computer, other programmable appara-
tus or other devices to produce a computer implemented
process such that the instructions which execute on the com-
puter or other programmable apparatus provide processes for
implementing the functions/acts specified in the flowchart
and/or block diagram block or blocks.

As described above, embodiments can be embodied in the
form of computer-implemented processes and apparatuses
for practicing those processes. In embodiments, the invention
is embodied in computer program code executed by one or
more network elements. Embodiments include a computer
program product on a computer usable medium with com-
puter program code logic containing instructions embodied in
tangible media as an article of manufacture. Exemplary
articles of manufacture for computer usable medium may
include floppy diskettes, CD-ROMs, hard drives, universal
serial bus (USB) flash drives, or any other computer-readable
storage medium, wherein, when the computer program code
logic is loaded into and executed by a computer, the computer
becomes an apparatus for practicing the invention. Embodi-
ments include computer program code logic, for example,
whether stored in a storage medium, loaded into and/or
executed by a computer, or transmitted over some transmis-
sion medium, such as over electrical wiring or cabling,
through fiber optics, or via electromagnetic radiation,
wherein, when the computer program code logic is loaded
into and executed by a computer, the computer becomes an
apparatus for practicing the invention. When implemented on
a general-purpose microprocessor, the computer program
code logic segments configure the microprocessor to create
specific logic circuits.

The flowchart and block diagrams in the Figures illustrate
the architecture, functionality, and operation of possible
implementations of systems, methods, and computer pro-
gram products according to various embodiments of the
present invention. In this regard, each block in the flowchart
or block diagrams may represent a module, segment, or por-
tion of code, which comprises one or more executable
instructions for implementing the specified logical
function(s). It should also be noted that, in some alternative
implementations, the functions noted in the block may occur
out of the order noted in the figures. For example, two blocks
shown in succession may, in fact, be executed substantially
concurrently, or the blocks may sometimes be executed in the
reverse order, depending upon the functionality involved. It
will also be noted that each block of the block diagrams
and/or flowchart illustration, and combinations of blocks in
the block diagrams and/or flowchart illustration, can be
implemented by special purpose hardware-based systems
that perform the specified functions or acts, or combinations
of special purpose hardware and computer instructions.

What is claimed is:

1. A computing circuit, comprising:

clocked circuitry configured to receive data and perform

data manipulation on the data based on a first clock
signal;

a controller configured to control the transmission of the

data to the clocked circuitry; and
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a clock generator configured to receive as inputs a second
clock signal and a delay control signal from the control-
ler, and configured to delay the second clock signal to
generate the first clock signal, the delay control signal
including a first delay control signal and a second delay
control signal, the clock generator comprising:

a main delay component configured to receive the second
clock signal and output the first clock signal; and

a switchable delay component connected in parallel with
the main delay component, the switchable delay com-
ponent including:

a first switchable inverter connected in parallel with the
main delay component, the first switchable inverter
turned on and off by the first delay control signal,
wherein the first switchable inverter includes a first set of
switchable inverters connected in series with each other
and turned on and off by the same first delay control
signal; and

a second switchable inverter connected in parallel with the
first switchable inverter and the main delay component,
the second switchable inverter turned on and off by the
second delay control signal, wherein the second switch-
able inverter includes a second set of switchable invert-
ers connected in series with each other and turned onand
off by the same second delay control signal,

wherein the second set of switchable inverters are con-
nected in parallel with the first set of switchable invert-
ers, and

the switchable delay component is configured to receive as
an input the delay control signal from the controller.

2. The computing circuit of claim 1, wherein the switchable

delay component corresponds to a delay that is less than the
main delay component.
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3. The computing circuit of claim 1, wherein the switchable
delay component corresponds to a delay that is more than the
main delay component.

4. The computing circuit of claim 1, wherein the switchable
delay component is configured to reduce a delay of the first
clock signal with respect to the second clock signal based on
the switchable delay component being turned on.

5. The computing circuit of claim 1, wherein the main
delay component includes an even number of main inverters
connected in series, and

the switchable delay component includes an even number

of switchable inverters connected in series with each
other.

6. The computing circuit of claim 5, wherein the even
number of main inverters includes a first main inverter and a
second main inverter, and the even number of switchable
inverters includes a first switchable inverter and a second
switchable inverter, and

the first switchable inverter is connected in parallel with the

first main inverter and the second switchable inverter is
connected in parallel with the second main inverter.

7. The computing circuit of claim 5, wherein each of the
switchable inverters connected in series with each other is
turned on and off by the same delay control signal.

8. The computing circuit of claim 1, wherein the delay
control signal includes a delay control byte, and

the at least one switchable inverter includes eight sets of

switchable inverters, including the first and second sets
of switchable inverters, each of the eight sets of switch-
able inverters turned on and off by a different bit of the
delay control byte.
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